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You see, out of the evil will not only come
peace, but out of the evil I believe that we
have a chance to address hopelessness and
despair which exists in some neighborhoods
in this great country. It just sure does. And
we’ve got to do it. We’ve got to do it with
better education systems. We’ve got to wel-
come faith-based programs into the compas-
sionate delivery of welfare and help, because
after all, faith-based programs exist because
of a universal call to love your neighbor like
you’d like to be loved yourself.

We’ve got—if you’re interested in helping,
we’ve got a program called the USA Free-
dom Corps. You can get right on the Internet
and find out what’s available. There’s some
fantastic ways to help, and you can become
a soldier in the army of compassion.

We’ve got one such soldier today, Denny
Barnett. Where are you, Denny? Denny is
somewhere here. There he is. Denny, thank
you for coming. Denny is—was out at the
airport to meet me, and I want to thank him
for coming. He drew the short straw. He was
going to be with Laura in Salt Lake City,
Utah. Instead he got stuck with me. [Laugh-
ter] But Denny is—works for the Partnership
for Children. He has been a soul who has
spent his life, his adult life, helping in his
church, working with the Boy Scouts, works
for Habitat for Humanity, is a soldier in the
army of compassion. It doesn’t require a
Government law or Government edict to get
Denny to work; he just followed his heart
and, as a result, is part of making society a
better place.

You see, one person can’t do everything
in America, but one person can do some-
thing. And our society, folks, changes one
heart and one soul and one conscience at a
time. That’s how we change America, and
it’s happening in this country. Out of the evil
is coming good. Out of the evil, America is
taking a good hard look at what’s important.
There’s moms and dads taking an assessment
of their—of what’s important in their life,
and that is to love your children with all your
heart and all your soul.

You know, we live in a fast-paced society,
no question about it. But people are begin-
ning to understand that a full life is one in
which you serve something greater than
yourself in life, that to have a full and com-

plete life, you do more than just worry about
yourself. You help a neighbor in need. You
do something to make a country you love
stronger.

I guess that example came home most viv-
idly when men and women on Flight 93 real-
ized that their airplane was going to be used
as a weapon, called their families, told them
they loved them, said a prayer, said, ‘‘Let’s
roll,’’ and sacrificed themselves for some-
thing greater. They served their country.
What a great example. What a great example
for others to see. All of us are sad it hap-
pened, but all of us can use the example of
serving something greater than yourself to
help fight this war against terror.

You know, there is no question in my mind
that this great country is going to show the
world what we’re made out of. This great
country will show the world that we fight for
what we believe, as we seek justice. And this
great country will show the world the true
compassion and decency of a great nation.

Thanks for coming. May God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
school’s gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
to John Krueger, principal, Oak Park High School.

Statement on Senate Action
To Extend the Debt Limit
June 11, 2002

I commend the Senate for passing an ex-
tension of the debt limit. We must ensure
that we have the resources to wage the war
against terror, to protect retirees, and to
meet our Government’s other obligations.
Today’s strong bipartisan vote is important
progress toward achieving this goal.

Remarks at a Dinner for Senatorial
Candidate James M. Talent in
Kansas City
June 11, 2002

Thank you all. Thank you very much. Well,
thanks for that most generous welcome. It’s
an honor to be here, back to the great State
of Missouri. I’m here tonight for one reason:
I urge the good folks of Missouri to send
this good man to the United States Senate.
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